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Time Watch:
BEFORE COLUMBUS
PROGRAMME LENGTH

1 hour 

SCREENING DETAILS

Monday 20 February at 9.30am EST/ NZ

This program effectively dispels the idea that “Columbus discovered America”. It explores instead the tradition of “lone man” found in the history of the Mandan people of North Dakota.

The program uses archaeology, and a variety of different sources as well as popular history to explore the origins of the “Welsh Indians”.

This is very fertile ground for consideration of the nature of History and of historical materials. It could also be an interesting introduction to any study of the Middle Ages or ‘The Age of Discovery’.



Denis Mootz

STAYING FOCUSED.
This is the data collection stage of the activity. 

The detailed questioning is designed to ensure that students decode the visual and aural materials presented to them in the video.

The video programs can be stopped at the end of each section. This will allow students to share and discuss answers.

	Introduction.

Note the story of Prince Madoc.

Implications?

Why are Brendan and Kath Williams studying the Mandan?



	Act 1. 

Note the Mandan life style.
Why did white explorers believe the Mandan  were more civilised than other ‘indians’?

How did the Mandan record their history?
What evidence suggests that the Mandan have Welsh antecedents?

Note the Mandan tale of two tribes.

Note the archaeological evidence at L’ans aux Meadows. Implications?

Note details of the explorations of Leif Erikson.

How did the Norsemen discover Baffin island, Markland and Vinland?

Note the specialisation at each of the settlements in Newfoundland.

Note details of the settlement in Newfoundland.

What was its purpose?

What is the significance of the butternut discovery?

What is the implication of the name Vinland?

What evidence is there that the Norsemen continued to visit North America?

Note the discovery of the bronze bowl found in an Inuit village site. Implications?

Note the first document relating the story of Prince Madoc.

 


	Act 2.

Note the other evidence of his voyage to America.

Why are current historians skeptical of the claim that the Mandan are welsh?

Note the Mandan story of the ‘old boat’. Implications?

Note the general appearance of the Mandans. Implications?

What happened to the Mandans traditional land?

What happened to the Mandans in the 19th century? Result?

Note the story of ‘lone man’. Implications?

What does Mandan history say about their ‘migration’ in America? Implications?

Note the painting done by White Rabbit. Implications?

Note the lay out of Mandan villages.

Note the ceremony associated with ‘lone man’.

Note the role of the corn priest.

Note the story of the flood in Mandan religion. Implications?




	Act 3.  

Note the Viking story of explorers using birds for finding land.

Note the details of the Inuit carving from Baffin Island. Implications?

Note details of other finds of Norse presence in America.

Why is the Kensington ‘rune stone’ not considered genuine?
Why is the Vinland map not considered genuine?

Note the evidence for Norse voyages to Vinland in the Middle Ages.

Note the Arab description of native Americans.

Why did the Mandan send a representative to Wales? Result?




	Act 4.

Note the details of the ‘castle’ at Rhos on Sea.
Note the Viking influence in Wales in the Middle Ages.

Note the connections between Mandan legends and the Norse presence in America.

What other evidence does Harry provide? Implications?

What evidence is there that the British knew of the Norse influence in America?

Note details of the ‘cod war’ in the 15th century. Implications?

Note details of the maps showing “the Isle of Brazil”. Implications?

What do we know of attempts to reach Brazil in the 1480s? Implications?

From where did Columbus gather information for his voyage to Asia?

Note the discussion of Columbus’s aim on his voyage.

Note what was known of North America in Europe.

Note the discussion of the impact of the discovery of America.

Note the interaction between Harry and the Welsh community.




EXTENSIONS.

Useful, interesting, challenging, books, sources and websites will provide materials to supplement and complement the History presented in the video program.

The data collected here should be used in the notemaking below. 

	Some useful Internet sites:

Prince Madoc: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madoc
http://www.valleystream.co.uk/madoc.htm
http://www.walesdirectory.co.uk/Myths_and_Legends/Prince_Madoc.htm
http://www.princemadoc.com/
Anglesey: http://www.archaeology-travel.com/europe-sites/wales/north/
http://www.archive.org/stream/madocessayondisc00stepuoft/madocessayondisc00stepuoft_djvu.txt
Rhos on Sea: http://www.aboutbritain.com/towns/rhos-on-sea.asp
http://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/Wales-History/DiscoveryofAmerica.htm
Mandan: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandan
http://www.twcenter.net/forums/showthread.php?t=458200
http://www.languagegeek.com/siouan/mandan_is_not_welsh.html
“Lone Man”: http://americanhistory.si.edu/kids/buffalo/origin.html
http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/FirstCreatorandLoneMan-Mandan.html
http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/FirstCreatorandLoneManv2-Mandan.html
Viking in America: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%27Anse_aux_Meadows
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0850958.html
Knarr: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knarr
Erik the Red: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erik_the_Red
Leif Eriksson: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saga_of_the_Greenlanders
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saga_of_Eric_the_Red
Thorfinn Karlsefni: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%9Eorfinnr_%22Karlsefni%22_%C3%9E%C3%B3r%C3%B0arson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snorri_%C3%9Eorfinnsson
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0848572.html
Markland: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Markland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helluland
Vinland: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vinland
http://www.canadianmysteries.ca/sites/vinland/home/indexen.html
http://www.mnh.si.edu/vikings/voyage/subset/vinland/archeo.htm
L’ Anse aux Meadows: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L'Anse_aux_Meadows
http://www.danishnet.com/info.php/vikings/north-america-150.html
Kensington Rune stone: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kensington_Runestone
http://kensingtonmn.com/runestonepg.html
Vinland map: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vinland_map
http://www.redorbit.com/news/science/1722913/expert_confirms_authenticity_of_vinland_map/
Other possible discoverers:

http://theamericanscholar.org/where-does-american-history-begin/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Cabot
http://www.heritage.nf.ca/exploration/cabot.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Columbus
http://www.ibiblio.org/expo/1492.exhibit/c-Columbus/columbus.html
Al-Idrisi:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_al-Idrisi
http://www.clarklabs.org/about/More-About-Al-Idrisi.cfm



NOTEMAKING.

This is the collation stage of the activity. Students need to organise the field of information and begin to explore its context. 

Directions and /or Inquiry questions are provided for notemaking / summary exercises that will follow the viewing of the video. 

The materials / data for the summaries have been collected above.

The activity could be done in teams, groups, or by individuals, or as a class with teacher direction.

	1. Draw up a timeline / chronological chart of the events described and discussed in this program.

2. Note details of the Mandan “Indians”.
3. Note details of the Mandan creation “myth”.
4. Note details of the history of Prince Madoc.
5. Note details of the Viking presence in Newfoundland.
6. Note details of the evidence for Viking exploration of America.
7. Note details of the evidence for European knowledge of America before Columbus.
8. Note details of the historic voyages to America by Cabot and Columbus.



ISSUES & INQUIRY.

Key issues and inquiry questions that have been raised by the video are addressed at this stage for discussion and research.

	1. In what ways are the Mandan different from other Native Americans? How can the stories of Prince Madoc and “lone man” help explain these differences?
2. What is the possible connection between the Mandan and the Norsemen in America?



PROBLEMS of EVIDENCE.

Questions of reliability and validity of the perspectives, evidence and sources presented in the video program need to be considered, tested and researched.
	1. Why are there doubts about the authenticity of artifacts such as the Kensington rune stone and the Vinland map?
2. How substantial is the evidence for European knowledge of America before 1492?



COMMUNICATING.

The key issues and inquiry questions are potential topics for debate, essay writing, reports, historical recount and explanation.

	1. Write a REPORT on the Viking in America.
2. Prepare notes (both sides) for a DEBATE of the proposition that 

Historians are notoriously conservative and slow to accept new evidence.
3. Assess the claim that Columbus was the first European to visit America?



